
 

  
Challenge Pack 

Nursery 
Not Last Night but the Night Before… 

 
 

Learning Challenge 
Can I learn a range of stories and rhymes so I 

can share them with my family at home? 

 

 

 

Class texts- whole class reading, extracts, thematic books 
 
Tidy     Hugless Douglas 
Not last Night but the night before  Three Blind Mice 
My Cat Just Sleeps   The Three Bears 
The Way Back Home   The First Book of Poems 
Three Little Pigs    Each Peach Pear Plum 
Buster’s Farm 
Spinderella 

Thinking and Learning skills and tools – We use Building Learning Power and some 
thinking organisers to help us be good learners. We learn how to work independently 
and not give up even when we face a challenge. 

 
                                                   EBI 
 

Key Questions- those asked to measure the understanding of pupils at key    
milestone points during the term 
 

 How can we help our environment? 

 What stories do you know? 

 What rhymes do you know? 

 What animals live on a farm? 

 How do we care for pets/animals? 

 What do we know about these characters? 

 Where can we find insects? 

 Can I tell you a rhyme? 

Hooks or memorable experiences. 

 Creating a folder of resources to 
share with parents. 

 Visiting pets. 

 Trip to the farm 

 Hatch eggs and chick care. 

 Parents come in so we can  
share resources before taking 
them home. 

 Recording stories and rhymes 
for youtube/website. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Outcome – How will this 
demonstrate learning?  
 
To create a folder (and website 
content) filled with resources to 
represent the different stories and 
rhymes we have learnt and share 
these with parents to use at home 
independently afterwards. 



Year Group N Term Spring Challenge pack Not Last Night but the Night Before 

SUBJECT FOCUS                             Children will learn about/ will know 
WHAT? (Declarative knowledge) 

Children will know HOW To…? (Procedural 
knowledge) 

Prior learning (Schemata) Vocabulary 

Personal, social, 
emotional 
development  

Learn about different emotions and 
feelings and how to know right and 
wrong.  
To know how their own actions and 
words can hurt other people. 
 To know some ways that they can 
help another person. 
 

To begin to recognise some simple emotions and 
feelings (happy, sad, angry) and show friendly 
behaviour 
To use role play to explore ideas and begin to 
invite a friend to play. 
To carry out small jobs and tasks to support adults 
and their peers. 
 

Settling in period at nursery means all 
children are well settled in to routines. 
Visits to the hall when rehearsing for 
Christmas. 
Discussion of feelings when reading stories 
and books. 
Ad hoc discussions about how we can help 
each other. 
Chances to carry out small jobs for adults 
and peers. 

Toilet, dress, brush, happy, 
sad, angry, tired, hungry, 
scared, jobs, help, change. 

Communication 
and Language 

To know the sounds s a t p i n  and 
know when a word begins with one of 
these sounds. 
To know some simple rhymes, stories 
and fairy tales. 
To learn new vocabulary including: pet 
names, planets and space vocabulary, 
ways of travelling, farm animal names, 
insect names. 
To hear and know that some words 
rhyme and some do not. 
To know how to retell a simple past 
event in the correct order (going to the 
farm) 

To sound out words as they hear them. 
To continue a rhyming string. 
To join in with familiar sentences from known 
stories and rhymes. 
To begin to identify alliteration and continue an 
alliterative string. 
To share a range of rhymes and stories with their 
family and friends using available props and 
resources. 
To talk about key events and characters in a story 
or rhyme. 
To know how to handle books carefully and 
correctly. 

Use of sound talk in stories means some 
children are beginning to hear sounds in 
words when broken down. 
Story time daily and weekly family stories. 
L+S sessions looking at rhymes and 
alliteration mean some children are 
beginning to hear and say words which 
rhyme or are alliterative. 
Free access to books in all areas of the 
nursery. 

begin, fairy tale, story, 
character,  next, pet names, 
planet, space, moon, travel, 
hop, skip, jump, run,  farm, 
pig, cow, sheep, goat, chicken, 
hen, insect, rhyme 

Physical 
Development 

To know some ways to keep healthy. 
Knows some of the effects physical 
activity has on the body. 
To know some ways to keep safe at 
school and at home 

To use scissors independently and safely to make 
snips in paper. 
To use 1 handed tools such a tweezers and scissors 
when creating props for stories and rhymes. 
To move and travel in a range of ways including 
hopping, slithering, sliding, skipping, climbing etc. 
 

Creative activities mean children are 
beginning to use scissors and tools 
effectively. 
Dance and play activities mean children are 
learning a wide range of ways to move and 
travel, 

Hop, skip, jump, climb, stop, 
healthy, heart, safe, scissors, 
tool names, cut, careful, 
travel, space. 

Reading/Writing To know the sounds  s a t p i n  when 
they hear them and see them written 
down. 
To identify their first name when 
written down in a range of contexts. 

To begin to write the s a t p i n sounds. 
To begin to write their first name with support. 
To enjoy a range of rhymes and rhyming activities 
To hear rhyming words. 
To listen to and join in with stories and rhymes. 

Exploration of body sounds, mouth sounds 
and percussion sounds. 
Use of sound talk in stories means some 
children are beginning to hear sounds in 
words when broken down. 

sound, rhyme, story, letter, 
word, sentence, name, 
writing, shape, pattern, form. 



Number To know and count out numbers to 5. 
To know an increasing range of 
number songs and rhymes. 
To know the order of number names 
to 5. 
To know that numbers show how 
many objects are in a set. 
To talk about quantities using words 
such as more and a lot.  

To count out up to 5 objects from a larger group. 
To begin to talk about number problems using 
number language. 
To begin to represent numbers by either writing 
the numerals or representing with marks and 
pictures. 

Lots of singing counting rhymes and 
representing this using our fingers. 
Counting children in a group. 
Some children already spontaneously use 
number language in their play. 

1-5, count, how many? A lot, 
a few, more, less, more, same 
as, group, count, write, marks, 
draw, counting rhymes. 

Shape Space 
Measure 

To know the names of simple shapes 
and colours.  
To know what is the same or different 
about a shape using describing words 
– round, straight 
To know the meaning of the words:  in 
front, behind, next to, under, above. 
 

To use positional language to talk about where 
something is. “The mitten is behind the chair”.  
To use construction materials to build enclosures. 
To use some comparative language to talk about 
size eg bigger/smaller. 
To sort objects into groups by colour, shape or size. 
To talk about simple shapes and patterns in 
pictures. 

Experience of simple shapes circle, triangle, 
square. 
Sorting activites – big/small, colour 
Experience of building using construction 
materials/toys 

Circle, square, triangle, 
rectangle, oval, semi-circle, 
star, red, black, brown, white, 
pink, blue, orange, green, 
grey, yellow, purple, in front, 
behind, next to, between, on, 
in, under, big, bigger, small, 
smaller, medium, pattern, 
shape, size. 

Understanding 
the World  

To know some simple ways to look 
after our world, including reduce, 
reuse and recycle. 
To know that living things need to be 
cared for and looked after.  They need 
food, water and warmth 
To know that animals grow and change 
over time. 

To care for another living creature such as a pet or 
a chick. 
To talk about significant events in their lives. 
(visiting the farm) 
To talk about what they have observed in the 
environment such as animals. 
To make some toys move and activities work by 
pushing buttons or pressing parts. 
Know how to turn some simple equipment on. 

Some children will have experience of 
looking after a pet or animal at home. 
Knowledge of their own family and their 
own simple needs. 
Children have had experiences in our forest 
school area and have described some of the 
plants outside. 

Reduce, reuse, recycle, 
human, animal, grow, change, 
warmth, alive, dead, creature, 
environment, care, living. 

Expressive Arts To know and sing an increasing range 
of songs and rhymes. 
To know a range of ways they can join 
and build using a different materials 
and tools. 
To know that colours can be mixed to 
make a different colour.  
To use the language of texture to talk 
about how things feel when we touch 
them. 

To perform a range of songs and rhymes for an 
audience of their peers and families. 
To use instruments to keep a beat when 
performing or listening to music.  
To tap out simple repeated rhythms. 
To use toys and objects in the nursery to enjoy 
imaginative role play based on their own 
experiences. 
To create their own stories using toys and props. 
To use construction toys to make enclosures and 
spaces for animals. 

Singing and role play activities completed 
throughout Autumn term. 
Children have enjoyed using construction 
equipment to build. 
Experienced using different paints in 
Autumn term. 

Song, rhyme, sing, colour 
names, touch, feel, rough, 
smooth, bumpy, audience, 
perform, beat, instrument 
names, props, role, make, 
construct. 

 


